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WHY USSSA BASEBALL?

QUESTION: What percentage of children in your league gets to experience the thrill,
excitement and fun of the post-season play atmosphere ?

ANSWER: 5%, 10%, at tops 15%.

QUESTION: What about the other 85% - 95%, why are you excluding the over-whelming
majority?

ANSWER: Nobody offers a solution...until now!

USSSA Baseball has done it again, the creation of another revolutionary program and this one makes
sure that the words “NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND!” mean something. Imagine a local baseball league
where every child on every team regardless of skill level has the opportunity to experience the thrill,
excitement and fun of the post-season atmosphere. Since the inception of USSSA Baseball, the
motto has always been, “More Kids Playing More Baseball!”, and now this holds stronger than
ever...the bar has been raised again!

USSSA strongly believes the experience and competition of post-season type play enhances the
overall development of all children regardless of skill level and not just on the baseball field but in life.
Terms such as Character, Respect, Sportsmanship, Success, Teamwork, are all used to describe
the attributes of a good athlete but more importantly, the attributes of a great person and post-season
type play requires children to strive towards these traits. Until now the majority of players were
denied this opportunity...not anymore!

Our program is likely very similar to what your league has been doing for years with one exception;
the scheduling of regular season games. In the past, your league may have offered a 15 game
regular season, you can now cut it to 12; or maybe your league has offered an 18 game regular
season, you can now cut it to 15 games. You can now reduce the length of your regular season by 3
games (usually two weeks). Why...you ask? At the conclusion of your regular season games
EVERY team in your league will advance to the USSSA Area Tournament where they will play a
minimum of 3 games (these three games replace the regular season games) with the opportunity to
play as many as 3 or 4 additional games in championship bracket play in route to a USSSA Area
Tournament Championship.

USSSA Area Tournaments are played the weekend prior to Memorial Day Weekend starting on
Friday and concluding three days later with Championship Monday (the Monday before Memorial
Day). Area Tournaments use a pool play into single elimination format with each team playing 2 pool
play games and then advancing to the single elimination championship bracket. And the best
part...there is absolutely NO TEAM ENTRY FEE!!! That’s correct...this is not a misprint. USSSA
wants your league to send all its teams to the Area Tournaments so 100% of the players can
experience the thrill, excitement and fun of the post-season play atmosphere!

“MORE KIDS PLAYING MORE BASEBALL”



www.usatoday.com

I SECTION C

USSSA Moves Into National Spotlight
Reprint From The. USA TUDAY

Friday 28th, 2002
USSSA BASEBALL PROGRAM ROCKS!

| As organization redoubles efforts to substantiate ages,
boy at center of scandal keeps playing game he loves

EF Steve Wieberg 2
<A TODAY

NEW YORK — He ks, at first glance,
another kid who has come (o play ball on
a summer Saturday in New York City’s In-
wood Hill Park, an almost 200-acre oasis
of green alongside the Hudson Rver, 10
minutes from Yankee Stadium.

A maroon Lige Pauline

jersey hangs loosely on
@Vﬂ fiis slight. 5-9 frame. Shav-
sto ing 15 still a way off. Milli
_r! with the 16-, 17-, 18- a
even 19-year-olds who
are his once-a-week teammates m Do-
minican and Laun-}l}m(‘rica:h\e assmal- e
tions in the New York area, the ex-Little o ) i . .
League phenom stilllooks every bitaLit- m Bronx district has new big guy, lingering worries, 3C
» Penalized official eyes return'to Little League, 3C

Youth baseball's mixed picture
The number of registered Little lnﬁ:nphyrri has been declining since 1997, but other
vouth basehall organizations have FOWING

i thwands

in thousands|

e reTans n thowsands |

TPy Alrevne Lewr, LA TODAY

tle Le,
Until Danny Almonte curls the fingers
of his left hand around a baseball

He loosens up with the same fluid from Last August, when Little League offi-

rity beyond either age. He doesn't pitch

throwing motion that produced unhit- this particular afternoon but holds his — cials ruled he was over mddmsmirr_
! tablc.7§mph fastballs md; year’s Liftle own as a center fielder and leadoff hitter. ~ elizible participant in the S- to 12-year
League World Series. Almonte ]ﬁ;:m insists going Hor2 with 3 walk m a seven-  old Worl Series.
Almonte six  he's 13, his official buth certificate says  inning game.
games a week, none me[ig;“ he's 15, but on the field he radiates maru-  The youngster bears no apparent scars  Please see COVER STORY next page »
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In focus: Little League Baseball

Other activities draw
kids from baseball

Still banished: Coach Rolando Paulino wants
to be remnstated, but Little League says no

Howeever, i his case, Little League also wis
acting on what it said was the altermng of Pau-
lini: League scorebooks to make it appear Al-
monte and another ineligible Bronx player
met n-ud:-mT Tequirements. “We believe we
now know all the facts surmounding this par-
ticular issue. We made our decision hased on
those lacts,” Keener says. “And unless theres
something that we dont know about, cur de-
csion ta contnue his banishment from the
program stards.”

By Steve Wiehery

= the last

Maybe kids are turning to soq
cer. Or to skateboardimg and
other extreme sparts. O to Nin
tendo,

Whatever the reason, many are
urning away from basehall, The
number of leagues affiliated with
Little Le. has dropped four of

AELV: summers, and the
number of players registered

{ with Little League has dropped

each of the last four years, And
Little League 15 not alone

Participation m Pony leagues
last year was down 8% from 1994,
most notably in its 12-and-older
age groups, according to Presi-
dent and CEQ Abe Key A study of
teens and sports conducted for
the Sporting Goods Manufactur-
o3 ASSDCiation a year ago put the
number of 12- o 17-year-olds
who played baseball at least once
in 2000 at 2.9 million — down
from 4.3 million in 1997 and
4.9 million in 1990,

“It obviously s a convern,” says
Little League CEO and President
Stephen Keener. “If we could put
a definitive “why' i place, per-
haps there'd be more we could do
to address it. | befieve its a comby-
nation of things.”

A profiferation of options, frem

soccer (o computers and elec-
HOnic gaimes, 1 the most popular
explanation, Key also suggests it’s
nocamcidence that Pony's down-
wartl trend started the year ma-
jor league baseball players went
on strike and the World Series
was wiped out

1t further suspecred that
haseballs lesurely pace fits less
comfortably ina world that, even
for chuldren. moves at an increas-
mly dast pace

Shll. some youth baseball or-
ganizations have grown. Babe
Ruth League participation rose
more than 53 in five years (o a
recofd 915060 players n 2001
The muimber of plavers in its 12+
and-uncet dvision. now named
fen Cal Ripken [r. has chmbed
maore than 174

The LS. Specialty Sports Asso-
ciation has gone from 1,100 regis-
tered baseball teams m its inau-
gural 1997 season 1o 15,500 a
year ago o 2 projected 21,000
this summer. “Our numbers donit
mdicate baseball is dying.” says
Rick Fortuna, an executive vice
president. "IS just growth and
growth and growth”

By Steve Wicherg

Look For Answers...

USSSA Has Them!

USSSA Will Become The 2nd
Largest Baseball Program In
The Country By Years End.

Play The Best. Play USSSA!
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THE HISTORY OF USSSA...1968 - 2009

It began in a motel room in Pittsburgh, PA, in 1968 when a group of disenchanted slow-pitch softball
directors and managers of past National Championship teams met to find an answer to advancing
and updating their popular game. They had just returned from the National Commissioners Meeting
of the only major softball association in the country where most of their ideas had been turned down.
Their main concerns were longer fences and base paths, smaller batter's boxes and more media
coverage.

These pioneers decided to take a daring step and hold an experimental world tournament at the close
of the 1968 season and play under the banner of a newly formed association. Several more
meetings resulted in the birth of the United States Slow-pitch Softball Association. By the beginning
of the 1969 season, 41 District Directors had been appointed. The next three years were the hardest
and most trying and somehow USSSA was able to survive every setback and refused to go down for
the count.

The year 1975 saw the program growing by leaps and bounds. Many teams and players were being
threatened with suspension or disbarment by the Amateur Softball Association for playing in the
USSSA Program. USSSA filed suit against ASA in Federal Court in Nashville, TN, to stop the threats
to teams and players. In December of 1975 USSSA and ASA signed an agreement to allow teams of
both organizations to engage in the play of amateur softball. In 1977 USSSA was forced to reopen
the lawsuit against ASA to stop actions by some ASA Commissioners who refused to abide by the
settlement agreement. On January 18, 1978, the Federal Court ruled in favor of USSSA.

At the National Convention in 1978, the Association elected its first members into the Hall of Fame
and in 1981 USSSA purchased a 24,000-square foot building in Petersburg, Virginia for its National
Headquarters and Hall of Fame Museum. In 1984, team registrations reached 50,000 and in 1985
team membership soared to over 60,000, nearly doubling the size of the program in three short
years. At the National Convention in Boston, MA a gala note burning ceremony was held as the
Association paid off the $500,000 mortgage on the National Headquarters and Hall of Fame Museum
Building.

The 1987 season marked the year USSSA passed 75,000 teams in total membership and in 1990 the
historic first ever USSSA slow-pitch softball tour of the Soviet Union made headlines. The next year a
delegation of USSSA Girls’ headed for the Soviet Union. After a banner year in 1994, expansion was
added with an Armed Forces, Masters, and Hispanic programs. In 1997 with an overwhelming vote
at the USSSA National Convention in Myrtle Beach, SC, the United States Slow-pitch Softball
Association changed its name and became the United States Specialty Sports Association becoming
the first multi-sports governing body to oversee slow-pitch and fast-pitch softball, baseball, basketball
and golf.

In 1999, over 150,000 teams registered with 20,000 of the registrations being from fast-pitch,
baseball and basketball. In 2001 USSSA became partners with Disney’s Wide World of Sports in
Orlando, Florida opening exciting doors for all sports including youth baseball and softball. USSSA
perfected their on-line computer system and becomes part of the World Wide Web with their own
internet servers giving up to date tournament listings, results and rankings. In 2002, Don DeDonatis,
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USSSA Executive Director & CEO announces that the USSSA National Office will be relocated to
Osceola County, Florida in the spring of 2003. Florida Governor, Jeb Bush phones DeDonatis
thanking him and welcoming USSSA to Osceola County. Bush describes the move as “another
economic victory for the State of Florida and the County of Osceola”.

Danny Brown is re-elected as the National President of the Association in 2004 and team
membership reaches an all time high. In June 2005, the USSSA moves into its new 18,000 sq. ft.
facility that makes up the right field wall in Osceola County’s Heritage Park (spring training home of
the Houston Astros). This facility provides 5,000 sqg. ft on the first floor for the state of the art USSSA
National Hall of Fame and Sports Museum, office area on the second floor along with terrace box
seating over looking the first base line. In 2009 USSSA registered a total of 502,412 teams in ten
sports encompassing 5.85 million athletes!
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USSSA LEAGUE BENEFITS

SINGLE AGE OPPORTUNITIES FOR 4U - 18U...
Keep your children playing the clean and healthy game of baseball!

CLASSIFICATIONS OF PLAY FOR ALL LEVELS...

Allow every child to excel at their skill level!

FLEXIBILITY TO CONTROL YOUR LOCAL LEAGUE RULES...
Less government equals more league success!

ALL LEAGUE TEAMS QUALIFY FOR AREA TOURNAMENTS...

Area State Tournaments are offered for all recreation teams ages 5U — 18U!

TEAMS QUALIFY FOR SUB STATE TOURNAMENTS...

Sub State Tournaments are offered for ages 4U — 18U!

TEAMS MAY ADVANCE TO STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS...
State Championships are offered for ages 4U — 18U!

TEAMS MAY ADVANCE TO WORLD SERIES...
Playing on a national level enhances the overall development of every player!

DISCOUNTED LEAGUE INSURANCE PACKAGES...
Cost Savings - covers players, coaches and volunteers!

GENERATE LEAGUE REVENUES BY HOSTING TOURNAMENTS...

Leagues automatically qualify to become tournament hosts!

THE FASTEST GROWING LEAGUE ASSOCIATION IN THE WORLD...

League growth is climbing at the rate of 246% per year!

THE LARGEST TOURNAMENT ASSOCIATION IN THE WORLD...
Last year USSSA sanctioned 19,244 tournaments!

THE 2ND LARGEST BASEBALL ASSOCIATION IN THE WORLD...
Programs in the United States, Canada, Dominican, Mexico, and Puerto Rico!

NATIONAL SAFETY & EQUIPMENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS...
On-going bat, ball and equipment performance testing program!

THE LARGEST MULTI-SPORT ASSOCIATION IN THE WORLD...

The United States Specialty Sports Association covers all the bases!
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AGES & CLASSIFICATIONS OF PLAY

The USSSA Baseball program for Recreational League Play is broken down into four (4) distinct
groups which encompass single age divisions 4U — 18U.

ROOKIE DIVISION (4U): The 4U division of USSSA Baseball is a Recreational T-Ball program with
the sole emphasis placed on teaching, not winning. USSSA recommends not keeping score and
letting every player in both line-ups bat twice to constitute a game. This program culminates in a
State Championship where every team plays three games and player on every team is awarded a
trophy.

JUNIOR DIVISIONS (5U — 8U): For the 5U — 8U age divisions, USSSA Baseball offers a Coach
Pitch program and as the name infers, Coach Pitch does not use a batting tee. Each age division of
this program culminates in Sub State Tournaments, State Championships and World Series play.

YOUTH DIVISIONS (9U - 14U): For the 9U — 14U age divisions, USSSA Baseball offers “REAL”
baseball played by The Official Rules of Baseball — National League with a few exceptions for safety
concerns. Each age division of this program culminates in Sub State Tournaments, State
Championship s and World Series play.

SCHOLASTIC DIVISIONS (15U — 18U): For the 15U — 18U age divisions, USSSA Baseball offers
“REAL” baseball played by The Official Rules of Baseball — National League with a few exceptions for
safety concerns. Each age division of this program culminates in Sub State Tournaments, State
Championship s and World Series play.
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LEAGUE GUIDELINES

The USSSA Baseball League Program is designed to be hassle free with the understanding that less
government is better. This “less is more” philosophy has made USSSA the fastest growing league
association in the world! The rules by which a league is required to follow are very liberal because
USSSA fully understands that what may work in one community may not necessarily work in another.

The program offers an All-Star format and is designed for local league based programs that are
accustomed to choosing All-Star teams to represent the community in post-season play. These
leagues will play a regular season schedule then based on the number of teams registered in each
age division, advance the appropriate number of All-Star teams to USSSA Sub State Tournaments.

Leagues that meet the following Guidelines are eligible to become a USSSA Sanctioned League. All
member teams are eligible to compete in league play and Area Tournament play. In addition, each
USSSA League will qualify All-Star Teams for post-season Sub State Tournaments and possibly
State Championships and World Series play.

X Leagues must register all teams within the league ages 4U — 18U, not a portion of or a division of,
for the league to be eligible to award Sub State Tournament berths.

X Leagues are for recreational level teams as per USSSA guidelines.

X League teams must be teams with restricted rosters; and / or teams with frozen player limits; and /
or teams with geographic boundary limitations.

X Leagues may draft, choose or pick teams by any means, system or format approved by the League
Board of Directors or Chief Officer as long as such method is used consistently age division by age
division throughout the league. Team rosters may include up to twenty (20) players.

X Leagues may play their regular season by any rules of play approved by the League Board of
Directors or Chief Officer. Although USSSA recommends play using the USSSA National Bylaws
& Rules, it is not required. Area Tournaments, Sub State Tournaments, State Championships and
World Series will be played by the USSSA National Bylaws & Rules.

x It is recommended that regular season play be concluded before Memorial Day.

x Leagues must submit all proper Electronic Registration / Sanction Forms to the State Office no
later than TEN DAYS prior to the beginning of team practices.

x Leagues must submit all proper Hardcopy Registration / Sanction Forms & Fees to the State Office
by APRIL 15TH.
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AREA TOURNAMENTS
(REGULAR SEASON WRAP-UP)

USSSA Area Tournaments are not officially part of post-season play, but you would never
know it by watching the games. Area Tournaments are designed to allow every player on
every team in every league to experience the thrill, excitement and fun of the post-season play
atmosphere, a first, for as many as 85% - 95% of your leagues players.

X There is NO team entry fee to play in an Area Tournament!

x All registered teams from USSSA Sanctioned Leagues will be awarded Area Tournament berths.
Area Tournaments are for regular season teams ONLY, no All-Star teams! Every team in every
league is encouraged to participate. Unfortunately, not every team will play and for this reason,
USSSA allows teams to pick up a maximum of three (3) additional players from other teams within
their local league that choose not to participate.

x USSSA will use a pool play into single elimination format in its Area Tournament. Every team will
play two (2) pool games then advance to a single elimination championship bracket guaranteeing
each team three (3) games. The exact number of teams will dictate the exact format (e.g.; number
of pools, quantity of teams in each pool, etc.).

X Area Tournament Commitment Forms must be returned to the State Office with both Team
Manager and League Chief Officer signatures by MAY 1sT.

x Host Sites are awarded to participating leagues, by ratio based on the number of teams
participating from the league. Host Sites retain all profits from gate admissions, concession sales,
souvenir sales and any sponsorships and / or advertising.

x Host Sites will furnish all gate workers, concession workers and souvenir sales workers as well as
designate a Site Coordinator who will be responsible for collecting game scores, recording pitching
records and upkeep of the tournament bracket boards.

x Host Sites will incur expenses for umpires, baseballs and a flat USSSA National Fee of $75.00 plus
$10.00 per team participating at the site. Fees are due the State Office five (5) days following the
completion of the Area Tournaments.

x USSSA supplies all awards packages and does all game scheduling.

X Leagues that choose not to host Area Tournaments are prohibited from entering teams in any Area
Tournament.

x For the 2010 season, Area Tournament play will begin May 21st and concludes the following
Monday (May 24th).
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ALL-STAR SUB STATE TOURNAMENTS
(POST-SEASON PLAY)

USSSA Sub State Tournaments are the “First Round” of post-season play. Teams finishing
high enough in their Sub State Tournament standings will advance to the State Championship.

x Sub State Tournament berth(s) will be awarded to each league in age divisions that meet the
following registration requirements:
x One (1) berth for age divisions registering three to four (3-4) teams; or
x Two (2) berths for age divisions registering five to seven (5-7) teams; or
x Three (3) berths for age divisions registering eight to eleven (8-11) teams; or
x Four (4) berths for age divisions registering twelve (12) or more teams.

x Leagues will pay a $175 Sub State Tournament fee for each participating team. Leagues may
request additional At-Large Sub State Tournament berth(s) with approval from the State Office.

x Leagues will qualify All-Star teams comprised of players from their regular season teams within
their local league. All-Star Leagues may draft, choose or pick All-Star teams by any means,
system or format approved by the League Board of Directors or Chief Officer as long as such
method is used consistently age division by age division throughout the league. All-Star team
rosters may include up to twenty (20) players.

x USSSA will use a pool play into single elimination format in its Sub State Tournaments. Every
team will play two (2) pool games then advance to a single elimination championship bracket
guaranteeing each team three (3) games. The exact number of teams will dictate the exact format
(e.g.; number of pools, quantity of teams in each pool, etc.).

x Teams will be awarded USSSA Points for Sub State Tournament patrticipation based on the Sub
State Tournament final standings.

x Usually the top three (3) or four (4) teams from each Sub State Tournament advance to the State
Championships. Teams MUST accept their State Championship berth immediately at the Sub
State Tournament or the berth will be passed down. Sub State Tournament Directors will process
and FAX completed and signed State Championship Commitment Forms to the State Office
Sunday evening following the completion of the Sub State Tournament. There are no additional
team fees for State Championships.

x Sub State Tournament Entry Forms & Fees are due the State Office per the guidelines posted on
the state web site.

x To obtain complete Sub State Tournament information including locations, dates, venues,
itineraries and Entry Forms, visit the state web site, www.gausssabaseball.com , “Sub State
Tournament” page.

x For the 2010 season, Sub State Tournament play will begin Friday, June 11th.
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ALL-STAR STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS
(POST-SEASON PLAY)

USSSA State Championships are the “Second Round” of post-season play. Teams finishing
high enough in their State Championship standings will advance to the World Series.

x USSSA will use a double elimination format in its State Championships. The Championship
Bracket will be seeded following Sub State Tournament results and statistics.

x Teams will be awarded USSSA Points for State Championship participation based on the State
Championship final standings.

X At a minimum, the top four (4) teams from the State Championship will advance to the World
Series with the team winning the State Championship being awarded a paid berth.

x To obtain complete State Championship information including locations, dates, venues, itineraries
and Entry Forms, visit the state web site, www.gausssabaseball.com , “State Championship”
page.

x For the 2010 season, State Championship play will begin June 18th.

¢

ALL-STAR WORLD SERIES
(POST-SEASON PLAY)

USSSA World Series are the “Final Round” of post-season play. On average, it takes as many
as seven (7) to nine (9) wins in the World Series to be crowned Champions.

x USSSA will use a pool play into double elimination format in its World Series. Every team will play
three (3) pool games then either be seeded into a double elimination championship bracket or a
single elimination consolation bracket guaranteeing each team five (5) games. The exact number
of teams will dictate the exact format (e.g.; number of pools, quantity of teams in each pool, etc.).
Pools will be seeded by USSSA Points and the Championship Bracket will be seeded following
USSSA National Bylaws & Rules.

x To obtain complete World Series information including locations, dates, venues, itineraries and
Entry Forms, visit the state web site, www.gausssabaseball.com , “World Series” page.

x World Series play usually begins the first or second week in July.

12
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HOW TO SANCTION A LEAGUE WITH USSSA

Sanctioning your League with Georgia USSSA Baseball is a simple five (5) step process.

1.

Read through the provided materials and contact the Georgia USSSA Baseball Director of League
Operations, Maurice J. (Moe) Trebuchon with any questions. Moe can be reached via telephone:
678-794-8713 X103 or Email: jtrebuchon@gausssabaseball.com .

Complete the League Information Form (following page) and FAX it to the Georgia USSSA
Baseball State Office, 678-364-8923.

Upon receiving a completed League Information Form, the State Office will email a League

Registration / Sanction Form in Microsoft Excel format. The spread sheet allows you to enter all

the information into the form on your computer and then email it back to Georgia USSSA

Baseball. Please include ALL the following information for each team:

x Complete Team Name

x Team Age — The age of the oldest player on the team determines the age of the team.

X Manager's Name — Must have the team manager’s first and last names.

X Zip — This is the zip code of the team’s manager.

x Email Address — The most important information needed. USSSA assigns a ten (10) digit
registration number to every team. This unique number is directly linked with the manager’'s
email address and this. This email address / registration number relationship is how the team
is tracked on USSSA.com. A team can not be registered that does not have an email address.
If the team manager does not use email, then an assistant coach or team mother's emalil
address will work.

x Phone Number — This is a phone number of the team’s manager.

After completing the Electronic League Registration / Sanction Form, email it back to Georgia
USSSA Baseball no later than TEN DAYS prior to the beginning of team practices.

In addition, print a hard copy and mail with one league check made payable to: USSSA Baseball,
for your League Registration / Sanction fees ($30.00 per team). Mail your completed League
Registration Package before APRIL 15TH to: Georgia USSSA Baseball, 1029 N. Peachtree
Pkwy, Suite 213, Peachtree City, GA 30269.

Remember...

Leagues must register all teams within the league ages 4U - 18U, not a portion of or a division of,
for the league to be eligible to be awarded USSSA Area Tournament & USSSA Sub State
Tournament berths — “Sanctioning” of a League requires 100% team registration participation.

Leagues must submit all proper Electronic Registration / Sanction Forms to the State Office no
later than TEN DAYS prior to the beginning of team practices.

Leagues must submit all proper Hardcopy Registration / Sanction Forms & Fees to the State
Office by APRIL 15TH.
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LEAGUE INFORMATION FORM

League Name:

Chief Officer (President):

Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip:
Day Phone: Evening Phone: Cell Phone:
Fax: Email (Required):

Park (Facility) Name:

Physical Address:
City: State: Zip:

Does the facility have Batting Cages? (Y/N): Does the facility have Concessions? (Y/N):

PLEASELIST EACH INDIVIDUAL FIELD AT THE FACILITYBY NUMBER AND PROVIDE COMPLETE INFORMATION.

FIELD AGES FENCE INFIELD LIGHTS SCOREBOARD P.A. SYSTEM
# USED FOR DISTANCES GRASS / DIRT YES / NO YES / NO YES / NO
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